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pressing his horror and aversion at the thing, shall
yet not be able himself to say, he receives no im-
pression from it.

That is to say, though I know the clamour or
rumour was raised maliciously, and from a secret
envy at the prosperity of the man, yet if I deal with
him, in spite of all my abhorrence of the thing, and
my willingness to do justice, it will be some shock
to my confidence in the man ; there is a secret
lurking doubt which hangs upon me concerning
him; and there is such a powerful sympathy be-
tween our thoughts and our interest, that the first
being but touched, and that in the lightest manner
imaginable, we cannot help it; caution steps in on
behalf of the last, and the man is jealous and afraid,
in spite of all the kindest and best intentions in the
world.

Nor is it only dangerous in case of false accusa-
tions and false charges ; for those, indeed, are to be
expected fatal; but even just and true things may
be as fatal as false; for the truth is not always ne-
cessary to be said of a tradesman. Many things a
tradesman may perhaps allow himself to do, and
may be lawfully done ; but if they should be known
to be part of his character, they would sink deep
into his trading fame; his credit would suffer by it,
and, in the end, it might be his ruin; so that he
that would not set his hand to his neighbour's ruin,
should as carefully avoid speaking some truths as
raising some forgeries upon him.

Of what fatal consequence, then, is the raising
rumours and suspicions upon the credit and cha-
racters of young tradesmen; and how little do those
who are forward to raise such suspicions, and spread
such rumours, consult conscience or principle, or
honour, in what they do ? how little do they con-
sider that they are committing a trading murder;